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of their rapprochement, and even of a secret agreement
between them, caused terror: at Belgrade it was feared that
Russia was about to abandon Serbia to Austria's tender
mercies; and at Constantinople it was feared that the parti-
tion of Turkey was being contemplated.51 Even at Berlin
there were fears that Izvolski, aided and abetted by France
and England, was trying to make a secret agreement with
Austria in order to drive another wedge into the Triple
Alliance and sow discord between Berlin and Vienna.52 For
weeks Izvolski tried to pin Aehrenthal down to signing an
agreement which would put Austria on record in favor of
the status quo in the Balkans and which could be confirmed
by being communicated to all the Great Powers. Izvolski
wished publicly to tie Austria's hands in the Balkans, until
Russia should have reorganized her army and navy and
tightened up the Triple Entente to a more active support
than France and England had given Russia during the
Bosnian crisis. Aehrenthal, however, though ready to sign
a private agreement with Russia, saw no need to communi-
cate it to the Powers. After misunderstandings and re-
criminations, Izvolski finally published some of the cor-
respondence without asking Aehrenthal's consent, an un-
friendly act which still further accentuated the personal
feud between them.53 Meanwhile Izvolski went ahead with
other maneuvers for securing Russia's ambitions in regard
to the Straits and for forming a Balkan league under Rus-
sian patronage.54
The Bosnian Crisis had less disastrous effects upon the
relations between Russia and Germany than upon those
between Russia and Austria just described. Germany's
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